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Can You Read the Range?

Nora was on summer vacation. Most days she tagged along with her father as he went about his work 
on a south Texas ranch. The land showed many signs of the summer’s events, and Nora had many 
questions about what she saw. 

So far, it had been a hot, dry summer. It seemed like most animals spent the days seeking protection 
from the blazing sun. A snake slithered across the dry, tan ground, and slipped down into a long, 
narrow fi ssure in the earth, where he rested in a cool, shady shelter from the heat of the day. What 
caused this crack in the ground?

Meanwhile, the warm afternoon wind was relentless. Gales blew from the south all day, as they had 
most days for many, many years. The shrubs and small trees appeared to have been sculpted, all 
bending towards the north. Some of their trunks were twisted, as they supported the slanted canopy 
of the tree. Why are the trees leaning? 

Many of the grasses were brown and dry, and Nora’s father planned a prescribed burn for the pasture 
to control the growth of brush. After carefully planning, he lit the fi re and the blaze moved quickly 
through the grasses leaving behind a scorched, black ground. Soon tender new shoots would grow to 
feed the cattle and wildlife. Many hawks took to the skies spiraling above the smoke in wide circles. 
Why are there so many hawks in the sky?

A week later, wet, warm breezes blew across the range. A tropical storm dumped buckets of rain 
and the clay ground soaked up water until it was soupy. Now with water from the storm, the grass 
had what it needed to grow. Nora marveled at the tracks and scat the deer had left behind in the 
mud, as she too trudged through the thick mud within the chaparral thickets. Mesquite, colima, and 
blackbrush thorns snagged her t-shirt, slowing her progress even more. As she cautiously removed a 
thorn from her sleeve, she noticed that tips of many of the small stems appeared rough and jagged. 
What happened to the stems of the trees?

She observed a cardinal that was busy within the thicket, feeding on the sweet orange berries of 
the granjeno shrubs. Having its fi ll of the fruit the cardinal fl ew out of the tree, like a red fl ash, and 
perched on the fence digesting its summer meal. Nora noticed several small, tender, young plants 
emerging from the ground beneath the fence where the cardinal had perched. Where did these 
seedlings come from?
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Name: _____________________________

Can You Read the Range?

1)  What clues did Nora fi nd? Think about what caused these clues and write down your ideas.

Clue What may have caused this to happen?

2) What clues can you and your class fi nd near your school? Carefully think about what may have 
caused each clue and write down your ideas. 

Clue What may have caused this to happen?
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